
OIP (rev. Jan. 2023) 

NOTICE TO REQUESTER
TO: ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

(Requester’s name) 

FROM: ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
(Agency, and agency contact person’s name, telephone number, mailing, & email address) 

DATE THAT THE RECORD REQUEST WAS RECEIVED BY AGENCY:  ________________________________ 

DATE OF THIS NOTICE:  ____________________________________  

GOVERNMENT RECORDS YOU REQUESTED (attach copy of request or provide brief description below): 
  

2   
3   
4  

THIS NOTICE IS TO INFORM YOU THAT YOUR RECORD REQUEST: 

   Will be granted in its entirety. 

   Cannot be granted.  Agency is unable to disclose the requested records for the following reason: 
Agency does not maintain the records.  (HRS § 92F-3)  
Other agency that is believed to maintain records: _______________________________________________  
Agency needs further clarification or description of the records requested.  Please contact the agency    
and provide the following information: _________________________________________________________    
Request requires agency to create a summary or compilation from records, but requested information 
is not readily retrievable.  (HRS § 92F-11(c)) 

  Will be granted in part and denied in part,   OR      Is denied in its entirety 
Although the agency maintains the requested records, it is not disclosing all or part of them based 
on the exemptions provided in HRS § 92F-13 and/or § 92F-22 or other laws cited below. 
(Describe the portions of records that the agency will not disclose.) 

RECORDS OR APPLICABLE AGENCY  
INFORMATION WITHHELD STATUTES JUSTIFICATION 

REQUESTER’S RESPONSIBILITIES:  
You are required to (1) pay any lawful fees and costs assessed; (2) make any necessary arrangements with the agency 
to inspect, copy or receive copies as instructed below; and (3) provide the agency any additional information requested.  
For questions about this notice or the records being sought, please ask the agency’s contact person named 
at the top of this form.  Also, please submit your payment, if any, to the agency at the address listed at the top of this 
form.  DO NOT SEND YOUR PAYMENT to the Office of Information Practices (OIP) unless you are requesting records 
directly from OIP.   

If you do not comply with the requirements set forth in this notice within 20 business days after the postmark date of 
this notice or the date the agency makes the records available, you will be presumed to have abandoned your request 
and the agency shall have no further duty to process your request.  Once the agency begins to process your request, you 

Ralph Cushnie 1279 <request+bc6gfdx969@foi.uipa.org>

Elections Division <elections@kauai.gov>

02/02/2025

02/07/2025

✔

✔

Account numbers and balances will be redacted.

See attached request letter and response from our office.
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February 7, 2025 

Ralph Cushnie, Elections Commissioner 
Via Email Only: request+bc6gfdx969@foi.uipa.org 

Dear Mr. Cushnie, 

Please note that the figures reflected in Business Reply Mail (BRM) documents 
represent the total count of all mail-pieces received, including ballot envelopes, 
standard letters, and ballot envelopes returned due to outdated addresses.  Therefore, 
these counts do not exclusively represent ballot envelopes.  Relying on BRM numbers 
to determine official ballot counts would be inaccurate. 

You repeatedly refer to the manual count sheets as "chain of custody forms."  
This terminology is incorrect and creates confusion.  As you are aware, each of these 
documents includes the following disclaimer: “Figures on this form represent a 
manual count of envelopes – not the number of ballots counted.  The manual counts 
were made for internal purposes to track election progress with the understanding 
that it would not match official election results.” 

Your continued reliance on a document containing this explicit disclaimer is 
puzzling.  The Supreme Court recently addressed this very issue, stating, "It is 
unreasonable to infer a ballot count from this data due to this disclaimer" (SCEC-24-
0000797). 

The manual count sheets served solely to track election progress.  Any 
perceived inconsistency or correction within these sheets is irrelevant to the official 
election results, as these sheets do not represent the official count.  The envelope 
count spreadsheet referenced in your letter also carries the same disclaimer: “Figures 
on this form represent a manual count of envelopes – not the number of ballots 
counted.  The manual counts were made for internal purposes to track election 
progress with the understanding that it would not match official election results.” 

Despite this clear disclaimer, you allege election fraud based upon these 
documents.  The Supreme Court has deemed such arguments "unavailing because 
[you] disregard the Disclaimer' at the bottom of each page of the data...”  Your 
persistent disregard of this disclaimer and continued baseless accusations of election 
fraud based on this flawed reasoning are concerning. 
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I strongly recommend reviewing the Supreme Court's recent ruling.  Your 
accusations appear to stem from a misunderstanding of the relevant documentation, 
a misunderstanding that persists despite clear judicial guidance. 

S  

L  M. YOSHIOKA 
Deputy County Clerk 


